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leave to detract your attention a little from the mighty 
charge entrusted to you and address you this letter. 

The Hedjaz and Nejd Government wants a 
Mining Expert who should be fully conversant in Geology 
and Mineralogy and be highly competent to carry out mining 
in the Hedjaz. I am addressing this communication to your 
great-self with a request to kindly help me in securing 
the services of a really competent hand and do me the favour 
of apprising, at your earliest convenience, of the terms, 


experience and other necessary qualifications of such a= 


u 
a 


candidate with a view to facilitate the consideration of, 


veel 


[ his application by my Government at an earlier date. 
In case weighty engagements of state affairs, 
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leave yourself no leisure, you will be good enough to 
pat me in connection with one of your departments competent 
to guide me and secure for my Government necessary applica-— 
tions from desirous candidates in respect to this. 
A copy of the advertisement is attached herewith. 
In conclusion, I,an Arab,take the opportunity to 
express my heartfelt gratitude for the unqualified sympathy 
and concern you ~ Qheaccreditea spokesman of the U.S.A. and 
your great and free nation are-evincing for the uplift and 
welfare of the East in general and the Arabian People in 
particular. 
Hoping this will find you in excellent health, 


Yours truly, 
os: 
* 


(i.e.) Abdullah bx Suleiman Hamdan 
Wakil ul Maliah Alamah 
(Finance Minister) 
The Hedjaz and Nejd Government, 
MECCA, 


A copy of the Advertisement. 


In view of the fact that the Hedjazs and Nejd 
Government wantsa Mining Expert-specialist in Geology, 
Mineralogy, and Mining, it is hereby requested that 
such experts as are desirous of taking up service with 
the above said Government should apply to the undersigned 
with testimonials, diplomas, degrees etc. etc. stating 
in full qualifications, experience and terms. The selected 
applicant shall be required to enter into an agreement to 
serve the Government for a probationary period of one year 
on the expiry of which the Government shall have the right, 
if satisfied, to extend that period. 

pr her 

The applicants are requested to append a list of 
the nature of machinery required for mining and estimates 
of its cost. 

Travelling expenses for return journey will be paid. 

(Sd.) Abdullah bin Suleiman Hamdan 
Wakil ul Maliah Alammah 
(Pinance Minister) 

The Hedjaz and Nejd Governmr~* 


MECCA. 
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My Gear Mr. Turner: 

This Department has recently received, by reference 
from the White House, « letter from the Minister of 
Pimamce of the Goverment of the Hejas ané Nejd, with 
regard to the desire of that dovermet to obtain the 
services of a mining expert. A copy of the letter unéier 
reference, as Well af a copy of ite enclosure, is attached 
hereto. 

Although the Govermet of the Hejes ané Nejé hae not 
been recognized by the United states, this Department is 
desirous of mi intaining frienély, but informal, relations. 
It would therefore be willing to transmit informally to the 
Hejes Minister of Finance, through the american Legetion at 
Gaire, @ list of suitable American mining experts who might 
be interested in applying for the position now open. 

It would be eppreeiated if you could find it possible 


to 
Mr. Se0tt Turner, 


Director of the Bureau of Mines, 
Department of Commerce, 
Washingten, D. 0. 
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te furnish this Department with euch » list and at the 
eeme time to iniieate the approximate salary that would © 
probably be expected hy interested applicants. If the 
letter from the Hejas Minister of Finance is not euffici- 
ently explicit, perhaps it would be possible for your 
Bureau to suggest what eadfitional information might be 
requived before further action could be taken. 
Singerely yours, 


conser ™ ton of Near Kastern affairs. 
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UNITED STATES 
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WASHINGTON March 17, 1930. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR Dept. of State 
Mr. Wallace Murray, Chief, - * @M 40 
Division of Near Eastern Affairs al X 
Department of State, Oo 2 
A 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Murray: 


I have been making some inquiries regarding 
the subject-matter of your letter to me of February 
twenty-eighth, (reference NE 890f.63A/1), which ‘ 
deals with the question of a list of mining engineers 
who might carry out work for the Hejaz and Nejd Gov- 
ernment, headquartered at Mecca. 





I am afraid we cannot be of very much assist- 
ance in this matter, but I am incliding below a list : 
of men who might be available for such work, if price. = 
and terms were satisfactory. These men are only sug- — 
gested informally, as perhaps being at the moment in 
a position to consider such a post and as possessing yy 
certain qualifications which possibly might fit them 
for this particular job. 


If you care to forward this list to Mecca, 
through the American Legation at Cairo, direct cor- 
respondence between Mecca and candidates is the best 
method, since only'in that way would full responsi- 
bility be fixed. Salaries for field engineers of 
this type, for foreign service such as is described, 
would probably run from $15,000 to $25,000 per year, 
plus expenses. The names are as follows: 


EI 2 MY 
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Sydney H. Ball, C/o Rogers, Mayer & Ball, 
12th floor, 26 Beaver St., New York, N.Y.; 
Raymond Brooks, 15 William St., New York, N.Y.; 
Gordon G. Duncan, C/o Northern Aerial Minerals 
Exploration Ltd., 703-704 Central Building, 
Richmond St., West, Toronto, Ont., Canada; 
J. H. Hedges, 3820 Van Ness St., N. W., 
Washington, D.C.; 
Ross B. Hoffmann, 228 Perry St., Oakland, Calif.; 
Chas. F. Jackson, 6711 44th St., Chevy Chase, Md.; 
Charles Janin, 716 Kohl Bldg., San Francisco, Cal.; 
Carl O. Lindberg, 36th floor, 233 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y.; 


Andrew WwW. Newberry, 2 Rector Street, New York, 
PE a York; 
Artinw Soteon, Room 1510, 19 W. 44th Street, 
New York ¥.3 
Lester W. Strauss, 611 West 114th Street, New 


James 8. Wroth. C/o International Mining Corpora- 
| tion, 120 Broadway, New York, N. Y. * 


Yours faithfully, 


—— 


SCOTT TURNER, 
Director. 
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In re refer to 
BE 6890f.634/3 


March 26 19309 
My dear Mr. Turner, 


I wish to thank you for your letter of March 17, 
1930, in whieh you were good enough to suggest informally 
a list of engineers who might be interested in accepting 
@ position with the Government of the Hejaz and Nejad. 

A copy of your letter is bei ng tranemitted to the Ameri- 
ean Legation at Cairo, which is be ng instructed to 
convey your suggestions informally to the Hejaz Agent in 
that city, for tranemiscion to his Governuent. 


Sincerely yours, 


“WD ordocw 


Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


Mr. Seott Turner, 
Direetor of the Bureau of Mines, 
Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D. C. 
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The Honorable 
Pranklin Mott Gunther, 


March 26 1930. 


American Minister, 
Cairo. 
Sir: 
There is enclosed a copy of a letter, dated 
Jamary 20,.1930, together with a copy of its enclosure, 
addressed to the President by the Pinance Minister of 


L069 


the Government of the Hejaz and of Nejd and ite Depend~ 


&9 


encies concerning the desire of that Government to obtain 
the services of an American engineer. A copy of this \ 
communication was tranemitted informally to the Director — 
of the Bureau of Mines with the request that he suggest | 
a list of engineere who might be interested in accepting 
the position which the Hejaz Government is desirous of 
filling. <A reply has now been received from the Direc- 
tor, a copy of whieh tx enclosed. 

It is desired that you seek an early opportunity 
to teke up this matter informally and orally with the 
Hejaz Agent at Cairo. In discussing the question you 
should state thet the Acting fecretary of State, to whbm 
the letter of the Hejaz Finance Minister has been referred 
by the President, has ‘sein Pleased to be able to vem his 
good offices to meet the wishes of His itt Abdullah 
bin Suleiman Hamdan. After consultation with the-appro- 
priate authorities, it has been decided that the best 


Mar- 
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means of meeting the desires of the Pinance Minister was 
to furnish him with a list of American engineers who might 
be in a position to accept the appointment which the Hejaz 
Government Gesires to f111. To that end you may hand 

the Hejas Agent the list of engineers given in the enclosed 
letter from the Direstor of the Bureau of Mines, and you 
may suggest that His Excellency, the Minister of Pinance, 
may desire to consider the advisability of corresponding 
@ireetly with one or more of the persons named. In this 
Gonnestion you may, if it appears advisable, also suggest 
the name of ur. X. 8. Twitchell, who was one of the two 
Amerioan engineers who investigated, at the instance of 
Mr. Gherles R. Grane, the resources of the Imamate of 

the Yemen. Mr. Twitehell's permanent address is understood 
to be 526 Fifth Avenue, New York City, but it is possible 
that he is now in the Yemen in connection with the concession 
which he {@ seeking for the salt mines at Saliff,. 

You may, at the same time, convey orally to the Hejas 
Agent as much of the other information contained in the 
letter from the Direetor of the Bureau of Mines as you may 
consider appropriate. 

The Department will be glad to received @ report of 
the conversation in which you discuss this matter with the 
Hejas Agent at Ceiro. 


I em, Sir, 
* Your obedient servant, 
$ 
" Por the Acting Secretary of State; 
25 ,1959, 
@. Howland Shaw 
Enclosures; 


Letter from Pinanee Minister 
y @f Hejas and Nejad Governments, 
Jamary 20, 1920, with enclosure. 
Letter itn bizeoter of Mines, 
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Tr . 
The Honorable —2—— Ala 4. 
a 
The Secretary of State, —t 
* ———— 


Washington, D. C. — 
sir, 3 
~ 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Dejert= © 2 
ment's special written instruction No. 104, March 26, 1930) 
(file No. 890f.634/3) enclosing a copy of a letter addreshed 
to The President by the Finance Minister of the — — 
the Hejasz and of Nejd and its Dependencies concerning the de- 
sire of that Government to obtain the services of an American 
engineer. Enclosed with the instruction there was also a list 
of American mining engineers suggested, at the Department's re- 
quest, by the Bureau of Mines as being competent to undertake 
work of the nature deseribed in the Finance Ministr!s letter. 
In reply, I have the — to report that the Legation has, 
as instructed, discussed this matter informally and orally with 
the Hejaz Agency at Gairo, furnishing it with a copy of the list 


Pe 


\ 


memes of engineers in question to which was aided, with ap- 
propriate explanation, the name of Mr. K. 5S. yyCcnelt. I 
may afd that the Hejas Agency appeared to take a particular. 
interest in Mr. Twitchell's past experience and qualifications. 
It will report regarding the matter to the Director for Foreign 
Affairs at Mecca and will commmicate with Mr. Charles R. Crane, 
in whose employ Mr. Twitchell first visited — regarding 
the desirability of employing the latter. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


öAACCAMVA- 


Franklin Mott Gunther. 





f 


2” on Wednesday, July 29th, on his way to the United states. 
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LEGATION 
UNITED STATES 


Bulkeley, August 3, 1931. 


Mr. Murray: August 18 198. 


Mr. KeS- TyAtohel1, a mining engineer of New 
York City who has spent the last two or three years in 
the Hedjaz building roads and water systems and making 
reconnaissance oil and mineral surveys - being financed 


by Mr. Charles R. Crane to carry on this work in the 


P interest of the Hedjaz people, called at the Legation 


His mission to the States at this time is for the pur- 
pose of employing a half dozen oil and mining experts 
for the Hedjaz Government for a period of three years 
(as I remember) to carry on a more or less detailed 
survey for oil and minerals, particularly gold. Mr. 
Twitchell carries with him letters trom the Finance 
Minister of the Hedjaz as well as a cheque from the 


same source for seven hundred pounds sterling to cover 


the travelling expenses of the said experts to the Hedjaz. 


He also carries authorization from the Hedjaz Government 
to acquire certain machinery to be used in mining for 


oil and for gold. In fact he seems to have won the 


complete 
| | 8 
Wallace Murray, Esquire, = 
Chief of the Division of Near Eastern Af ing, 
AI 
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Washington, D.C., Use Se Ae 
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complete confidence of the Hedjaz governmental authori- 
ties, who are now ready to go forward with a detailed 
survey of the mineral-resources, including oil, of their 
territory; and Twitchell has been assigned the commission 
to secure American experts and machines for this purpose. 
He has already run on placer gold and oil seepage. 

Mr. Twitchell spent a couple of days with mr. 
Dickinson and Mr. Chesbrough, the Commercial Attachées 
at Cairo, prior to coming to Alexandria, and Mr. Dickinson 
gave him a letter to the Commerce Department. Both 
Dickinson * Chesbrough are here at the Legation to-day 
and I have talked the matter over with them personally. 
They are convinced of the absolute authenticity of all 
that Twitchell is claiming for the Hedjaz, and of the 
authority which has been invested in him to procure men 
and equipment to go forward with the above mentioned 
survey. 

Twitchell impresses all of us as a genuine man 
and thoroughly imbued with the desire to render service 
to the Hedjaz people. He is not drawing a salary from 
the Government, but from Mr. Crane. He is desirous of 
obtaining this equipment on the best terms possible. He 
fears, however, that American concerns will be sorely 
lacking in knowledge of the Hedjaz Government and will 
hesitate to do business except for cash unless they are 
convinced that there is a place in the world known as 
the Hedjaz and that it seems to have at this time a sta- 


ple government under a competent ruler. He will, of 
course 


course, be able to tell them that our Government has 
recently recognized that of the Hedjaz. 

Twitchell wished me to give hima letter, which 
he might use, to the effect that the Hedjaz does exist 
and has @ competent king anda stable government capa- 
ble and willing to honor its obligations, financial and 
otherwise, which government has recently been recognized 
by ours. Rather than provide him with such a letter 
I gave him one of introduction to you. He expects to 
be in Washington at an early date, when doubtless he 
will seek a conference. 

It is the judgment of all of us here that 
Twitchell is doing an excellent piece of work in the 
Hedjaz, and that there is 4 possibility, through this 
survey which will be under his direction, of opening up 
first class contacts with the Hedjaz Government which 
will eventually sevelan into real business opportunities. 
I am sure we should encourage him as far as is consistent 
with the rules and regulations of the Department of 
State. You will know how far you can go after talking 
to him and examining his documents. 

Sincerely yours, 


bs tin, 


We. Me Jardine. 


August 18, 1931. 


Dear Mr. Jardine: 

I wish to tow oan katte wt wane %. 

1931, regarding the interesting work which Mr. K. 3. 
fwitehell, a mining engineer of New York city, has 
been doing in the Hejas on the bounty of Mr. Charles R. 
Crane. 

I shall be much interested in meeting Mr. Twitehell 
if and when he comes to Washington ani calls at the De- 
partnaent. We are of course anxious to do anything that 
we ean to develop our foreign trade, ani if there is « 
possibility in this direction with the Hejas we shall be 


only too happy to give Mr. Twitchell every proper assist- 


ance. 

I am gled that you 414 not mect Mr. Twitehell's 
request that you give him a letter stating among other 
things that the Hejas Government is "eapabdle and willing 
to honer its obligations." His reqest was quite out 
ef order ani it would, furthermore, be difficult for any 
of us to commit curselves in writing in the above sense 


regarding 


The Honorable 
William M. Jardine, 
American 


Gaire. 
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wegarding @lmest any Hear Eastern country. Responsibility 
for foreign investments must in the last analysis rest upon 
the investers themselves who should, through cenpetent 
agents, investigate the situation on the spot andi negotiate 
eound agreements with the competent authorities. 

I wish te take this cegagion to complinent you on the 
form of report which you are new submitting in place of the 
former review of the Egyptian press. It is & mash more 
useful contribution fram every point of view than the old 
review, I have no suggestions at this moment as to any 
modification of the form of despateh which you have adopted 
but I am sure that ace time goes on new ideas in this comes-~ 
tion may ceour to you which you may care to put into oyera- 
tion, Any suggestions thet you my ever have to make along 
such lines will always be most weleome to the Division. 

With dest wishes, delieve me 


Sineerely yours, 


Wsllace Murray 
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The Honorable, 


The Secretary of State, 


EG ~ BUYAE 
ants 


Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to transmit to the Department some 
information recently received from Bahréin which may be 
of interest. | 

Dr. Luis J. Dame, an American missionary stationed 
at Bahrein, informed me in a letter dated January 27th 
that about the first of the year a Mr. Twitohel suddenly 
and unexpectedly arrived in Bahrein from the mainland. 
He added that Mr. Twitehel is reported to be an expat 
mining engineer in the employ of Mr. Charles R. Cree 


and 


and loaned by that gentleman to King Ibn Sa'oud to ex~ 
plore and search his domain for natural resources. Dr. 
Dame hed several conversations with Mr. Twitchel who 
informed him that immediately prior to coming to Bahrein ° 
he had spent some time at Hassa, at Qatif, and at 
Jubail and believes that there is mineral in the He jaz 
and oil in the Qatif and Jubail areas. Dr. Dame was 
informed thet Mr. Twitchel makes his reparts to King 
Ibn Sa'oud only and not to any financial group or 
corporation. He adds that Mr. Twitohel after spending 
some two or thiee months in further prospecting expects 


to return to Jeddah where his wife is awaiting him. 


Respectfully yours, 





-lexander K. Sloan. 


